
S o w i n g  t h e  S e e d s  o f  L o v e
Ryan Doran and Emily McCoy were 

both born in August. They were 

good athletes, smart kids. Even in kin-

dergarten, they stood out. 

Naturally they became friends in this 

tight-knit class of 2004. After St. Nor-

bert School, Emily went on to Rosary; 

Ryan to Servite. Their friend circle 

kept them in touch but not particularly 

close. 

Emily enrolled at Chapman University, 

played college basketball and earned 

her physician assistant license at Mar-

shall B. Ketchum University in Fuller-

ton. Ryan studied at San Diego State 

University, played college baseball and 

enjoyed three years with the Arizona 

Diamondbacks. 

Then one day about four years ago, 

Ryan’s mom and sister went shopping 

at Cost Plus. And so did Emily.

Why don’t you date Emily, Ryan’s sister 

Marisa prodded. Emily’s brother-in-

law, who had coached Ryan at base-

ball at Servite, was sending the same 

message.    

Within a few months, Ryan picked up 

the phone and met Emily at Rockwell’s 

Cafe & Bakery in Villa Park for break-

fast. And the rest, as they say, is SNCS 

history.

Ryan and Emily married in a civil cer-

emony in his parents’ backyard in July 

2020 due to the pandemic. Then on 

May 29, they celebrated with a wedding 

ceremony at St. Norbert Church with 

family, friends and more than a dozen 

SNCS families, including former teach-

er Mrs. Debevec. 

The couple, both 31, has relocated to 

Camarillo where Ryan trains doctors 

on surgical robots for Intuitive Surgical 

and Emily works as a physician assis-

tant at a local hospital.

IN THIS 

ISSUE:

Retirements, Accolades, 

Graduations

& More!

St. Norbert Catholic SchoolA L U M N I  NEWS
              instagram: SNCSHawks                    saintnorbertschool.org/alumni          December 2021



ALUMNI in the NEWS

1970s
Mike Ernst (1972) and Tim 
and Leigh Ann (Ames) 
McNamara (1972) are the 
proud owners of the boom-
ing Wise Guys Pizzeria with 
locations in Yorba Linda and 
Orange.

1980s
Sheri (Schiavo) Gomez 
(1981) has joined the early 
education staff at SNCS as a 
preschool aide.

1990s
Michelle (Ortiz) Navar-
ro (1990) runs St. Norbert 
Church’s Christian Service 
program, providing food 
for more than 130 families a 
week. She also coordinates 
pilgrimages to Lourdes, 
France, through the Order of 
Malta.

2000s
Brian Stuetzel (2000s) is 
celebrating his third year as 
media relations manager 
with the San Jose Sharks.

Jessica Babiak (2004) lives 
in Las Vegas and started 
Barry’s Bakery Bites. She 
enjoys baking and has been 
recognized by Nabisco and 
recently, Wilton Cake Co. 
included one of her cakes in 
a calendar.

John Bornhop (2007) is 
happy to be teaching En-
glish and coaching baseball 
at Villa Park High School.

B o r n  t o  S E R V E
Ian Gaston had graduated from 
Servite and was in his second year at 
Emerson College in Boston when a 
familiar voice came calling. Only this 
time, he answered.

With so many problems in the world, 
Ian had wondered what he could do 
to help. Jesus suggested the seminary 
and it became clear it was the right 
thing to do.

So in spring 2016, Ian left for Mount 
Angel Seminary in Oregon, where he 
completed his undergraduate stud-
ies and is now finishing his graduate 
work.

Ian remembers cooking burgers with 
Fr. Moneypenny when he was quite 
young, but it was youth minister 
Kirsten King and the Confirmation 
process that called him closer to God. 
Then seminarian Fr. William Goldin, 
assigned to St. Norbert Church at 
the time, influenced his intellectual 
conversion. 

“Fr. Will took time to talk to me about 
the truth of Jesus’ teachings and that 
gave me a solid understanding,” says 
Ian, 26.

CLASS OF 2009 Ian Gaston (left) is pictured with David Howard (2006) 
and brother Joshua Gaston (2005); photo below, Ian (left) with Fr. Brandon 
Dang (middle, vocations director for the Diocese of Orange) and classmate 
Mark Jung at Mount Angel Seminary.

The SNCS 2009 graduate can occa-
sionally be seen in the pews of St. 
Norbert Church, when he returns to 
visit family while on breaks from the 
seminary. Most recently, Ian served 
at St. Mary’s Church in Fullerton for a 
year, until last May. 

Looking forward to his ordination in 
2023, Ian is excited about his future as 
a priest and his impact on the world. 

“It’s a joy to be on a mission with the 
Lord,” Ian says. “I hope to be fruitful.”



Rosary High School alumna 
Nicolet Luebke (2009) re-
turned to her alma mater and 
is now teaching sophomore 
English.

2010s
Recent CSU San Marcos 
graduate Emma Pearson 
(2013) is working at SNCS as 
a substitute teacher for the 
2021-22 school year. 

Carolyn Mojica (2013) grad-
uated from UC Berkeley in 
May 2021 and is currently in a 
post baccalaureate program 
at USC. 

Chayse Gomez (2014) 
equaled her best-career 
score in October to lead the 
Oregon State women’s golf 
team in the second round of 
the Stanford Intercollegiate.

In spite of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Keith Borbridge (2016) 
earned his Eagle Scout.

Servite senior Andy Loughran 
(2018) and two friends start-
ed Serving Advantage, a 
nonprofit aimed at providing 
summer camp opportuni-
ties for children with special 
needs.

What have you been up to? We’d 

love to hear! Email your Alumni 

Update to alumni@saintnorbert-

school.org.

 A R O U N D  C A M P U S

Art Studio Opens
Kathy Oldham, a SNCS mother and 
friend and wife of alumnus Greg 
Oldham (1973), passed away suddenly 
from a brain aneurysm in 2008. Rath-
er than flowers, her family requested 
donations. 

The Kathy Oldham Children’s Fund 
was created after Kathy’s sister in law, 
an esthetician, started holding friend-
ship “meetings” at her salon to raise 
money. 

Kathy loved the arts and her family 
felt a need to honor her legacy. So 
on Jan. 29, 2017, the Kathy Oldham 
Studio for the Arts opened in SNCS’s 
music room, which was enlarged 
when a wall separating adjacent stor-
age space was removed. Tahiti Cab-
inets donated the cabinets and the 
children’s fund covered the cost of 
construction, tables and art supplies.

Continued donations support arts ed-
ucation and projects on campus and 
honor Kathy and her love of family, 
children, faith, art and education.

SNCS Goes Solar
In 2018, SNCS became the first 
elementary Catholic school in the 
Diocese of Orange to install solar 
panels thanks to a generous anon-
ymous donation. The 315 panels on 
top of the gymnasium and two main 
buildings that house the office, library, 
and classrooms allow the school to 
act on Pope Francis’ encyclical on the 
environment, calling for urgent action 
to protect the Earth.

Solar will initially save about $25,000 
a year and provide 60 percent of the 
school’s electricity.

FINE ART AND MUSIC CLASSES are taught in the Kathy Oldham Studio for 
the Arts (above) while new solar panels (below) help save the school thou-
sands of dollars a year in electricity costs.



‘Mama O’ Leaves for Bluegrass State
After 21 years at SNCS, 8th grade 
teacher Deanna O’Keefe turned in 
her final daily planner and moved 
to Kentucky, where her husband 
had relocated for his job. Dean-
na left in spring 2019 and is now 
teaching junior high students social 
studies and religion at St. Albert the 
Great Catholic School in Louisville.

Former Principal Returns 
to Pacific Northwest
After serving SNCS from 2001-2014, former principal 
John Loffer retired from education and moved with his 
wife to Joseph, Oregon, a small community near the Wal-
lowa Mountains. There they purchased property and built 
a home. Loffer eventually decided to take on the role of 
principal at Sacred Heart Catholic School in Boise, Idaho, 
where he had worked for six years prior to St. Norbert. 

Loffer expanded his handyman skills and is enjoying 
home improvement projects, and has returned to his 
farming roots with gardening and raising chickens as well 
as kayaking on Wallowa Lake. There’s less people, more 
quiet time and plenty of walks in the forest among the 
wildlife.   

When asked about a favorite memory from his years at 
St. Norbert, Loffer says he has “thousands.” 

“The students, teachers, staff, priests, parents and parish 
community all contributed to making St. Norbert a very 
special place in my heart and memories,” Loffer says. 
“I was certainly blessed to be part of a vibrant Catholic 
community and will treasure those relationships forever.”

Bookkeeper Calculates Retirement
Stevie Rhodes retired in 2019 after six years as SNCS’s 
bookkeeper and moved to Oregon to be close to her 
daughter and her family. 

Stevie now spends her days happily caring for one 
of her granddaughters, Leela, (the other lives with 
Stevie’s son and his family in Orange) and is active 
at Holy Cross Catholic Church in Portland, attending 
Bible studies, serving monthly lunches to the senior 
community and volunteering as an usher at Mass. 

She says her fondest memories include preschoolers 
coming into her office to sing her Happy Birthday, 
her Grandmother-to-Be Baby Shower thrown by the 
faculty and staff and the “amazing farewell ceremony” 
held in the gym with all the SNCS children, parents 
and staff.  
 
“One of my most treasured gifts, a collage of squares 
made by the children in the shape of a cross, hangs in 
my stairwell and brings a smile to my face every time I 
pass it,” Stevie says.

Swan Song for Music Teacher
After 34 years of bringing music into the classroom and 
directing countless Christmas and spring programs, 
Antoinette Miraflor retired from 
teaching in September 2020. Mrs. 
Miraflor continues to teach private 
music lessons at SNCS and occasion-
ally plays during school Masses. 

She serves as music director at St. Jus-
tin Martyr Church in Anaheim, where 
she has been involved since 1989.

STEVIE RHODES is enjoying life in Oregon with 
granddaughter Leela and daughter Niki.
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